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PEONY  BLIGHT 


Peonies  thrive  best  in  a  deep,  fairly  rich,  loose  soil  which  is  not 
too  wet  but  which  does  not  dry  out  too  much  in  summer. 

The  peony  is  riot  subject  to  many  diseases.     Ths  most  common  as 
well  as  the  worst  trouble  is  known  as  blight,  and  this  is  due  to  a  fungus  of 
the  grey  mold  type  (Botrytis  paeonia).     This  parasite  may  attack  the  young 
buds  in. wet  cloudy  weather,  working  into  the  crown  and  injuring  the  central 
portion  so  that  the  buds  fail  to  opan.     The  fungus  also  attacks  the  leaves 
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producing  on  them  rather  large  indefinite  circular  purple  blotches.     In  dry 
weather  such  leaves  wither  and  dry  up  readily. 

The  most  important  damage  however  is  don^  to  the  stalks  J  th« 
fungus  nttacka  these  n^ar  or  below  grwnd  level  destroying  thi«s  Election 
completely  so  that  the  parts  above  wilt  and  die  rapidly.     In  the  soft  pith 
tissues  of  dead  stalks  one  may  often  find  small  dark  pellets  the  size  of  a 
wheat  grain.    These  bodies  are  produced  by  the  fungus  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  itself  over  winter.     It  also  prod-uces  spores  on  leaves,  dead  stalks 
and  withered  buds,  and  such  spores  are  plentiful  in  moist  weather. 

Thp  best  m^^'a.ns        controlling  this  dif^ease  lies  in  a  program  involv- 
ing prevention  of  spread  by  spores  in  sumrfler  and  prevention  of  wintering  of 
the  fungus.    This  means  careful  destruction  of  the  diseased  tissues.    It  is 
advisable  to  examine  the  plants  frequently  in  summer,  taking  off  all  parts 
affected  by  the  disease  and  either  burning  or  burying  them.     In  late  autumn 
every  bit  of  the  above  groumi  parts  right  down  to  the  still  living  root 
stock  should  be  cleared  out  and  destroyed,  so  that  none  of  the  wintering 
stage  remains.     Some  growers  even  go  so  far  as  to  clear  away  all  the  earth 
down  to  the  root  stocks  in  autumn,  replacing  it  by  fresh  earth  from  some 
other  portion  of  the  garden.     When  the  disease    is  troublesome  this  is  a 
good  practice. 

Spraying  is  not  regarded  as  a  means  of  control  equal  to  the  above 
suggestions;  the  use  of  Bordeaux  or  similar  sprays  may  prevent  some  leaf 
spotting  but  is  of  doubtful  value  against  bud  killing  or  stalk  blight. 
Further  the  spray  residue  renders  the  plants  somewhat  unsightly. 
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